"Chronic" metastatic pancreatic acinar cell carcinoma.
Acinar cell carcinoma (ACC) of the pancreas is a rare exocrine tumour for which there is very limited information about chemotherapy regimens and prognosis. Even though there are clinical guidelines for management of ductal cell carcinoma, a definitive and specific regime has not yet been agreed for this type of pancreatic cancer. We report a case of metastatic ACC of pancreas who has been treated with a multimodal approach, including novel combinations of different targeted drugs with conventional chemotherapy, surgery and radiofrequency ablation since the last 11 years. This degree of long term survival has not been reported so far in such a case of metastatic ACC of the pancreas. This case highlights the importance of a personalised multidisciplinary therapeutic strategy, employing locoregional therapies along with combinations of established and novel systemic therapies to control the disease, and the importance of flexibility when instigating new treatment paradigms for progressive cancer. Also, this case demonstrates that complete tumour eradication may not be the sole purpose of surgical oncology.